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This research paper elaborates the discrimination against women in Fatima 
Mernissi’s Dreams of Trespass: Tales of A Harem Girlhood novel that is analyzed 
through feminist approach. The objectives of the research are to analyze the 
structural elements of the novel and to analyze the novel based on feminist 
approach. 
This research belongs to a descriptive qualitative research. The data of the 
research is the novel entitled Dreams of Trespass: Tales of A Harem Girlhood. 
Whereas the data source comes from both primary data source which is in the 
form of the text of the novel being researched and secondary data source that 
relate the primary data source, such as books, and websites. The method to 
analyze the data is descriptive analysis. 
Based on the analysis toward the novel, the writer concludes that the 
discrimination against women is shown by the structural elements which build the 
novel such as characters, setting, plot, and theme. All elements of the novel 
support the theme built by the writer that is discrimination against women. From 
feminist analysis the discrimination against women can be seen from the 
discrimination of women’s right, women’s position, women’s role, and women’s 
participation that appear in the novel. 
 
Key words: Discrimination, Women, Feminist Approach 
 
 





Drs. Abdillah Nugroho, M.Hum. 
 
 





              Titis Setyabudi, S.S., M.Hum 
 
 
Dean of School of Teacher  










Assalamualaikum, Wr. Wb. 
 All praises just for Allah SWT, The Lord of the universe, the One who 
sent the Messenger Muhammad SAW to guide human to the safest religion, Islam. 
Thanks for blessing me in finishing my research paper entitled “Discrimination 
Against Women in Fatima Mernissi’s Dreams of Trespass: Tales of A Harem 
Girlhood: A Feminist Approach”. I also would like to say thank you for my 
beloved person in the world, Muhammad SAW for his guidance to the human 
kind in the earth and for bringing them into His light. Furthermore, I would like to 
express my thanks and appreciation to the people who have contributed so many 
things for me in finishing my paper. 
1. The first consultant, Drs. Abdillah Nugroho, M. Hum. who has guided and 
advised me smartly from the beginning to the end of this research paper.  
2. The second Consultant, Titis Setyabudi, S. Si who has corrected and given 
advice in the process of making this research paper. 
3. Drs. Sofyan Anif, M.Si, the Dean of Teacher Training and Education 
School of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 
4. All the lecturers of English Department. Pak Thoyibi, Bu Dewi, Bu 
Qonitah, Bu Hepy, Bu Rini, Bu Laila, Bu Khuzaimah, Bu Aryati, Bu 
Zuhriah, Pak Nur Hidayat, Pak Maryadi, Pak Sigit, Pak Suparman, Pak 
Djoko Sriyono, Pak Anam Sutopo, Pak Budi Purnomo, and every lecturer 
ix 
 
who cannot be mentioned one by one. Thanks for the knowledge you 
shared to me. 
5. My Enormous Mother and Father. Thanks for your love and care and for 
every struggle you faced in keeping the continuity of my study. Although I 
can never pay back what you have given to me, but I will give you the 
best. 
6. My brothers and sisters, Mas Seno, Mas Nug, Mbak Dwi and Mbak Ifa, 
thanks for your support, advice and everything. 
7. D’ Sista; Qyu, Zee, Ita, and Dek Mala. Thanks for being my friends till 
now. It’s always cheerful when being with you all gals!  
8. All of LPM CAMPUS Crews, Watik, Pipin, Satiti, Miko, Wina, Mala, 
Kamil,  Asnawi, Mina, Ika, Nita, Umi, Fitri Mimi, Sekar, Arian, Relis, 
Varicha, Aeny, Rita, Annisa, ‘Uus, Wiwik, Monik, Sally, Nia, Dwi R, 
Novita, Dwi H,  Arsyan, Wafda, Deny, Nana, Marno, Ulfa, Hari, Iim. 
Never stop your step for our beloved Campus! I’ve learned so much in this 
home. Thank you very much.    
9. All of my friends in Puspita boarding house; Mbak Ika, Meta, Mbak Desy, 
Mbak Nining, Kecil, Si Tinggi, Joe_watik, Okta, Riyah, Hilda,   Dwi Mat, 
Dwi Bahasa, Icha, Silvi, Vivi, Wulan Gedhe, Wulan Kecil, Putri, Tari, 
Mely, Nurul, Niha, Rini, Warih, Riza,  Ragil, Mbak Eka,  Mbak Maya, 
Mbak Ana Gedhe, Mbak Ana Moemoe, Mbak Vera,  Mbak Ratih. Thanks 
for every cheerful moment.  
x 
 
10. All of my friends in English Department, Sigit, Tri, Nur, Mini, Hanung, 
Tina, Defita, Trias, Mbak Vita, Via,  Nur Rohman, Tono, Ahmat, , Eka, 
Lia, Mugik, Imut, Ali, Endah, Ika, Devi,  and all of the writer’s 
classmates. Thanks. 
11. Those whose names cannot be mentioned one by one. Thanks a lot. 
Wassalamualaikum Wr. Wb.  
 






















TABLE OF CONTENT 
 
TITLE ...........................................................................................................  i 
APPROVAL  .................................................................................................  ii 
ACCEPTANCE ............................................................................................  iii 
MOTTO ........................................................................................................  iv 
DEDICATION  .............................................................................................  v 
TESTIMONY  ...............................................................................................  vi 
SUMMARY ...................................................................................................  vii 
ACKNOWLEGMENT .................................................................................   viii 
TABLE OF CONTENT  ...............................................................................   xi 
LIST OF APPENDIXES     
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Study  ................................................  1 
B. Literary Review  .............................................................  9 
C. Problem Statement  .........................................................  9 
D. Limitation of the Study  ..................................................  9 
E. Objectives of the Study  ..................................................  10 
F. Benefit of the Study  .......................................................  10 
G. Research Method  ...........................................................  11 
H. Research Paper Organization  ..........................................  12 
CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY 
A. Notion of Feminism  .......................................................   14 
xii 
 
B. Basic Concept of Feminism  ............................................    16 
1. Women’s Position ...........................................................   16 
2. Women’s Role ................................................................   17   
3. Women’s Right ...............................................................   18 
4. Women’s Participation ....................................................   19 
C. Structural Elements of the Novel  ....................................  19 
1. Character and Characterization........................................  19 
2. Plot .................................................................................  20 
3. Setting ............................................................................   21 
4. Point of View  .................................................................   22 
5. Theme  ............................................................................   23 
6. Style ...............................................................................   24 
D. Theoretical Application  ..................................................   24 
CHAPTER III: SOCIAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF 
MOROCCO IN TWENTIETH   CENTURY 
A. Social Aspect  .................................................................   25 
B. Religious Aspect  ............................................................   28 
C. Economic Aspect  ...........................................................    30 
D. Political Aspect ...............................................................   31 
E. Cultural Aspect  ..............................................................    34 
F. Gender Roles and Statuses in Morocco ...........................   36 




CHAPTER IV: STRUCTURAL ANALYIS 
A. Structural Analysis of Dreams of Trespass: Tales of A 
Harem Girlhood Novel  ....................................................  39 
1. Character and Characterization  ..................................  39 
2. Plot  ............................................................................  48 
3. Setting  .......................................................................  52 
4. Point of View  ............................................................  56 
5. Theme  .......................................................................  56 
6. Style ...........................................................................  57 
B. Discussion.......................................................................  61 
CHAPTER V: FEMINIST ANALYSIS 
A. Feminist Analysis ...........................................................  66 
1. Women’s Right ..........................................................  66 
2. Women’s Position  .....................................................  70 
3. Women’s Role  ...........................................................  73 
4. Women’s Participation ...............................................  76 
B. Discussion ......................................................................  78 
CHAPTER VI: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  
A. Conclusion  .....................................................................  81 
B. Suggestion  .....................................................................  83 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
VIRTUAL REFERENCES 
APPENDIX 
